University of Wisconsin-Madison
Department of History
Fall 1993-94

‘Thomas Spcar

/:00-9:00 Wed © 5222 Humanities
2611 Humanites 263-17"  233-6867
office hours: 2:30-3:30 Tues & Thurs & by apmt cmail: tspear@macc.wisc.edu

The seminar is an introduction to sources and tecl  ques used by historians for
reconstructing the histories of pre-literate societies, including those of groups embedded
within larger literate ones. While the main focus will be on African materials, the
techniques are applicable to other areas and peoples and you are encouraged to range
broadly in your reading.

Requirements

(1) a weekly journal, submitted in class, briefly summarizing the arguments of the
readings and then commenting on them.

(2) Three longer essays on oral traditions (due 10/20), oral history ( 1/10), and
ethnography and history (11/24). I have suggested books & topics in the relevant sections
of the syllabus, but you may substitute others if vou clear them with me in advance. You

should not choose books/topics you have done for another course, but use the opportunity
toex] ore new materials.

Readings

The readings range from broad surveys and theoretical statements to individual case
studies. [ have tried to combine explicit methodological statements with examples of work
employing that methodology wherever possible, and encourage you to assess both the
theory and the practice. The 'required’ reading is extensive, insanely so. I will survey the
upcoming reading weekly, and encourage you to use your own judgement in discriminating
among it. The recommended' reading is for people who wish to pursue a particular
methodology at greater length, now or in the future.
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* available in Bookstore and on Reserve
+ available on Reserve only (journals are available in stacks)

APS Joseph } ller (ed.), he African Past Speaks
CSSH Comparative Studies in Se~~tv and History
HA Historyv in Africa

[JAHS Internat'l J. of African Historical Studies
[JOH "=+ernat'l J. of Oral Historv

Ay sournal of African History

un Oral History

or Oral Tradition

UNESCO ] Ki-Zerbo (ed.)
Auaca, ol It Mewnouology ana rremistory
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Biologv, Paleoecologv, and the Environment

A potpourri on reconstructing changes in human populations, climate and the
environment, agriculture, and the relations among them.

re~eed

LinedCO, Ch 13-14.

P. Rosa, 'Physical Anthropology & the Reconstruction of Recent Precolonial
History in Africa,' @4 12(1985), 281-305 & 14(1987), 229-256.

J. de Wet, 'Domesticauon of African Cereals,' African Economic History, 3(1977),
15-32.

D. Schoenbrun, Treating an Interdisciplinary Allergy: Methodological Approaches
to Pollen Studies for the Historian of Early Africa,' HA, 18(1991), 323-348.

S.E. Nicholson, 'The Methodology of Historical Climate Reconstruction and its
Application to Africa,' JAH, 20(1979), 31-49.

J. Miller, The Significance of Drought, Disease and Famine in the A griculturally
Marginal Zones of West-Central Afnca,' JAH, 23(1982), 17-61.

recomr~~ded

J. Hiernaux, The Peoples of Africa

J. Harlan, et al., Ongins of African Plant Domestication

J. Clark & S. Brandt, From Hunters to Farmers

W. Schroeder, E. Munter, & D. Powars, 'Sickle Cell Anaemia, Genetic Variations
and the Slave Trade to the United States,' JAH, 31(1990), 163-180.

J. Ford, Tk~ P~l~ of Trvpanosomiases in African Ecologv

M. Lyo lonia' ™ ~~~se

J. Chnsue, Lnotera Ep*~~mics in East Africa

H. Kjekjhus, E~1logv vontrol and Economic Development in East African Historv

J. Koponen, reople and Production in L ate Precolonial Tanzania

R. Waller, "Tsetse Fly in Western Narok, Kenya, JAH, 31(1990), 81-101.

J. Giblin, The Politic~ ~f Environment Control in Nc—*=astern Tanza-*~ ‘also
articles on trypanosomiasis in JAH, 31(1990), 55-a0 and East Coast rever in
TTAHS, 23(1990), 401-421.

J. MccCann, From Poverty to Famine in Northeast Ethiopia

M. Vaughn, The Storv of an African Famine

M. Watts, Silent Violence

P. Richards, Coping with Hunger

S. Feierman, 'Struggles for Control: The Social  »ots of Health and Healing in
Modern Africa,' Af. Studie Peview, 28(1985), 73-145.
S. Feierman & J. Janzen, The >ocial Basis of Health and Healing in Africa

Histonical Linguistics

Comparative Linguistics

The focus herc is on interpreting genetic relationships among languages and the
study of words, both inherited and borrowed, to chart historical developments and
interactions with others. And then there is the thorny issue of glottochronology.
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required
* T. Spear, ¥~nva's Past, Ch 2.
+  UNESCOU, un 10-12.
D. Schoenbrun, "'We are What We Eat: Ancient Agriculture between the Great
Lakes,' JAH, 34(1993), 1-31.
D. Nurse, 'Language Contact, Creolization, and Genetic Linguistics: the Case of
Mw1ini,' paper, ASA, 1991 (handout)

recommended

E. Sapir, Time Perspective in Aboriginal American Culture' in Selected Writing of
Edward Sapir, 389-462

R. Antilla, An Introduction to Historical and Comparative Linguistics

T. Byron, Ystonical Linguistics

H. Hock, rnnciples of Historical Linguistics

Mary Haas, Culture, Language. and [listorv

C. Ehret & M. Posnansky, The Archaeological and Linguistic Reconstruction of
Afrncan Historv
C. Ehret, S~*h=m Nilotic Hiet~y
C.1 ret, E'~"~—"~ns and Easi auicans
C. Ehret, Tne fs*~~~~' Reconst—~*~ of Southem Cushitic
C. Flight, The Bantu cxpansion ana tne SOAS School,' HA, 15(1988), 261-301.
). Nurse & T. Spear, Tk= Swahili

)/6 Words and Things

Given that we can reconstruct historical forms of languages and trace their relations
with others, can we ;o reconstruct historical meanings for these forms? histoncal
ethnographies? How?

Presentation by Jan Vansina on Bantu migrations and Words and Things.

required
* J. Vansina, Paths ir *»~ P~‘nforest, Ch 1-6, 9.

recommended
sec above

Oral Traditions & Oral Historv

10/13 Theorv

While oral traditions are now generally accepted as a source, the debate continues
on their meaning, interpretation, and significance.

required
* T. Spear, Kenva's P~~ Ch 3.

* J. Vansina, Oral Traajv~~ ~ Historv
+ L. Vail & L. White, Power and the Praise Poem, Ch 1-2.

8/31/93
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. newge, Oral Histonographyv, Ch 3-5

UNFc™™ Ch2 7.8

B. Jewsiewicki & D. Newbury, African Hiqloriographies

P. Connerton, How S~jetics Remcmber

R. Finnegan, Ora' T—~yons and the Ve~+~T Arts: A Gmde Malkiasiiaes - D-motices
K. Barber & P. de nioreas Farias (eds.), wiscourse and its i ===

T. Beidelman, 'Myth, Legend, and Oral History," Anthropos, 65(1970), 74-97.

H. Scheub, The Xhosa Ntsomi

W. MacGaffey, 'African History, Anthropology, and the Rationality of Natives,'
HA, 5(1978).

J. Miller, 'The Dynamics of Oral Tra tion in Africa' in B. Bernardi. et. al. (eds.).
Fonti Orali

J. Miller (ed.), The Afnican Past Speaks (Intro & ca<e ctudies)

D. Cohen, Towards a Reconstructed Past: Histori xts from Busoga, Uganda

T. Spear, 'Oral Traditions: Whose History?' HA, s(19381), 163-179.

D. Beach, 'The Rozw1i in Search of their Past,' HA, 10(1983), 13-34.

J. Peel, '"Making History: The Past in the Ijesha Present,' Man, 19(1984), 111-
132,

D. Cohen, The Undefining of Oral Tradition," Ethnohistory, 33(1989), 9-18.

D. Golan, The Life Story of King Shaka and Gender Tens1ons n the Zulu State.’
HA, 17(1990) 131-156.

P. de Moreas Fanas, 'l story and Consolation: Roval Yoruba Bards Comment on
their Craft,' HA, 19(1992), 263-297.

10/20 Practice

+

8/31/93

D. Henige, Oral His*~~~~-1phy, Ch 4-5.

Individvr~' napers: Choose one of the following and compare an  assess the
author's methods and practice. You may choose another work if you clear it with
me 1n advance, but you should not use a book you have done in another class.
Paper and oral presentation due in class.

D. Cohen, The Historical Tradition of Busoga

J. Ewald, 'Speaking, Writing and Authority, CSSH, 30(1988), 199-224 &
Sold+~~5, Traders and Slaves (Part])

S. Feierman, The Shambaa Kingdom

R. Harms, Rive~ ~f Wnetel Divne ~f Sorrow + APS, Ch 7

J. Lamphear, The 11auruunar rusw v of the Jie of Uganda

P. Irwin, Liptako Speaks

R. Law, T~ OvoEmpire & R. Law in S.O. Biobaku (ed.), Source~ ~* Yoruba
History, Ch 2 & 3.

J. Miller, Kings and Kinsmen

R. Packard, Chicfship & Cosmologv & + APS, Ch 6

R. Price, First-Time

T. Spear Traditions of Origin and their Interpretation & The Kava Complex

J. Vansina, The Children of Woot
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M. Shostak, Nisa & "What the Wind Won't Take Away,' IJOH, 8(1987), i, .-81.

M. Smith, Baba ¢ ¥~ * "Wo™~~ of the Musli~ “ausa

R. Kapuscmslu 1 e Cinperor r & r1. Marcus. 'Prejucuce ice and Ignorance in
Reviewing Books about Africa,' HA, 17(1990), 373- 378.

-~~~nmended

r. +nompson, The Ve~~~ the Past

E. . onkin, I\arratm.cz uur rasts: The Socig' “nstruction of Oral History

E. Loftus, Tve+*==ss Testimonv

L. Vall & L. V& nite, Power and the Praise Poem

Personal Narratives Group, Interpreting Women's Lives

J. Parpart, 'Listening to Women's Voices,' J. of Women's Y-t 4(1992), 171-5.

M. Klein, 'Studving the History of Those Who Would Rather rorget: Oral History
and the Experience of Slavery,' HA, 16(1989), 209-217.

R. Roberts, 'Reversible Social Processes, Historical Memory, and e Production
of I—Ilstor\ HA, 17(1990), 341 349

T. Woods, ‘Planters Administrators and Chiefs: Oral Tradition and Colonial
Hlstonography in Malaw1,' JOH, 10(1989), 210-222.

T. Woods, 'Capitaos and Chiefs: Oral Tradition and Colonial Society in Malaw1i,'
IJAHS, 23(1990), 259-268.

H. Codere, The Biographv of an African Society

Ethnography

11/17 Ethnographyv

* 4

Evans-Pritchard's The Nuer stands as a monument to functionalist ethnograpy, so
much so that it is now a subject of endless reinterpretation 1tself. What follows
stresses the analysis of relationships between structural forms and processes.

required
E. Evans-Pritchard, The Nuer, pp 94-150.

R. Kelly, The Nuer Conquest, pp 1-8, 58-119, 189-252.

recommended
see Kelly bibliography

11/24 Ethnographv and Historv

+

(NB: We probably want to move this class to another day.)

The debate over structure and process is criticized as being ahistorical and attempts
are made to historicize structural processes.

required

T. Spear, Kenva's Past, Ch 4-5.

K. Gough, Nuer Kinship: A Reexamination' in T.O. Beidelman (ed.), The
Translation of Culture, 79-121.

M. C. Newbury, ‘Ethnicity in Rwanda,' Africa, 48(1978), 17-29.

D. Newbury, 'The Clans of Rwanda,' Africa, 50(1980), 389-403.

J. & J.L. Comaroff, Ethnographv & the H*~*»ri~~' "magination, Intro.

31/93
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Individual papers: Choose one of the following and assess how the authors use
structural and/or historical models. Substitution of another text is possible if you
consult me in advance. Paper and oral presentation due in class.

L. Cassanelli, The Shaping of Somr~!* Societv

D. Cohen, Womunafu's Bunafu & APS, Ch 8

J. Miller, Kings and Kinsmen

D. Newbur ¥:=~-and Cl~~-

R. Packard, Ip and Losmology

D. Lan, Guns ana Kain

M. Sahlins, Historical Metaphors and Mythical Realitics & G. Obevesekere, The
Apoth~~1s of Captain Cook

R. Willis, 1 r~M-~¥~g of 3 State

recommended
S lins, I<'~~ds of Historv
Rosaldo, From the Door of his Tent' in Clifford & Marcus (eds.), Writing
Culture, 77-97.

G. S lee, 'Interethnic Clan Identities among Cushiuc-Speaking Pastoralists,’
£ 1ca, 55(1985), 17-38.

Ethnohistorv & Cultural Change

[s Ethnohistory ethnic history, ethnographic history, or historical anthropology?
How does African history and ethnohistory compare? Is there ethnohistory before
or without cultural contact? How does Dening's 'cultural death' compare with
White's 'middle ground'?

required

T. Spear, Kenva's Past, Ch 5

R. White, he Midd'~ 7=~=14, Ch 1-3+
Ol

G. Dening, Islands an¢ P-aches

recommended

J. Axtell, The Invasion Within

J. Axtell, After Colun us

[. Clendinnen, Ambivalent Conguest

J. Merrell, The Indians New World

W. Simmons, The Spirit of New England Tribes
R. White, The Roots of De~~nrnn~

Africain the Americas

The debate over the development of African-American culture has been between the
continuity of African 'survivals' (Herskovits) vs. the impact of slavery (Frazier),
now somewhat resolved in a dialectical model of 'cultural creolization' (Mintz &
Price, Joyner).

required
C. Joyner, Down b the Prereide








