




















History 753--page seven

1l4. Comparative Slavery and Race Relations: Appeals and Pitfalls Reconsidered.
Dec. 6.

Core rdng: Genovese, Th~ "~~1d the Slaveholders Made, Part T.

Supplmtry: George M. Fredrickson, White Supremacy: A Comparative Study
in American and South African History (New York, 1981).

Assig mts and (-~ ~g

This seminar will emphasize discussion and debate. The most important
assignment is to contribute actively and articulately your thoughts, insights,
and responses to historical issues raised in the core readings and review
essays. Collectively, we will strive for a comparative approach, but one
which is also sensitive to the particularities of specific regions and case
studies.

Tentatively, these are the written assignments. Students will write
two in-depth review-essays (10-15 pages each) on supplementary readings, and
their implications for the week's core readings. The syllabus lists some
possible clusters of supplementary readings, but they are points of departure
rather than rigid assignments. In cases of particularly difficult sets of
supplementary readings, a student may write a single review-essay of 20-30
pages instead of two review-essays. In addition, a student may arrange to
substitute a longer research essay (ca. 40 pages) on a comparative topic
in lieu of the two review-essays.

The review-essays should present a succinct summary of the findings
and arguments of the readings discussed; a critical analysis of the merits and/or
weaknesses of the supplementary readings; and a substantive discussion of
the implications of the supplementary readings for the topic and core readings
of the week. The precise way you weave together these various functions is
open, of course, since you are the author and critic.

Due dates and a calendar of review-essays will be worked out during the
first two weeks of class. Tentatively, however, I propose that review-essays

be available for distribution to seminar members the Friday aftermoon 1 ‘ore
the Monday meeting to which they apply. I also propose that each w¢ ¢, a
seminar member write a non-graded "Com: :t" (ca. 3-5 pages) tl . proposes

issues for discussion on the basis of the core readings and review-essays.

Grading will be weighted as follows: 40% written work, 60% class
discussion.





