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Ul N
Diverse as the United States, Mexico, B: :il, and other :rican societies

are, they nevertheless share at least one common dimension. Their modern histories
began with the confrontation of Native American peoples and European colonizers,

and the continuing interplay of red and white peoples greatly infiuenced the
historical path of New World societies. Indeed, to a great extent, what distinguishes
the United States from Latin America, or different parts of Latin American from one
another, grew out of variations in their histories of Indian-white relations.

This course will explore similarity and cont: 3t in the Indian-white
experience. In particular, we will try to assess to what extent this experience was
shaped by motivations or cultural heritages brought by various European groups to
the New World; by the "internal" dynamics and histories of Indian societies before
and after the European arrival; by the wider international context, such as the
development of the world market or international politics; by social patterns inherent
in all colonial situations. By analyzing these and other issues, we will create the
possibility of reinterpreting the individual histories of American societies in a
comparative perspective.

LECTURES

NONE, since this is a seminar. Reading, discussion, and debate are the key
activities of the course.

WRTTTEN ASSIGNMENTS and EXAMINATIONS

- There will be no exams. Aside from weekly participation in reading and discussion,
ABEXREN assignments will be two short papers (5-6 pages),
and: either a '"position paper'" for class presentation,
or participation in a class debate on an historical issue.
All assignments and due dates are subject to negotiation at the beginning of the

rADING SYSTEM semester.,

Discussion = 50%; short papers + 3rd paper or debate = 50%.
This weighting is also subject to negotiation at the start of the semester.

REQ"TRED READINGS

A tentative syllabus is available. Readings will probably average about 100pages
a week. Since three class sessions are set aside for debates or presentations
of "position papers" on historical controversies, the pages assigned during

the ten weeks of common readings may be somewhat higher than the average per
week for the semester.









