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Department of History 
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COURSE TITLE 

Studies in Imperialism and Resistance: 
Indians and Whites in the Americas 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

INSTRUCTOR 

Stern 

Diverse as the United States, Mexico, Brazil, and other American societies 
are, they nevertheless share at least one common dimension. Their modern histories 
began with the confrontation of Native American peoples and European colonizers, 
and the continuing interplay of red and white peoples greatly inf l uenced the 
historical path of New World societies. Indeed, to a great extent, what distinguishes 
the United States from Latin America, or different parts of Latin American from one 
another, grew out of variations in their histories of Indian-white relations. 

This course will explore similarity and contrast in the Indian-white 
experience. In particular, we will try to assess to what extent this experience was 
shaped by motivations or cultural heritages brought by various European groups to 
the New World; by the "internal" dynamics and histories of Indian societies before 
and after the European arrival; by the wider international context, such as the 
development of the world market or international politics; by social patterns inherent 
in all colonial situations. By analyzing these and other issues, we will create the 
possibility of reinterpreting the individual histories of American societies in a 
comparative perspective. 

LECTURES 

NONE, since this is a seminar. Reading, discussion, and debate are the key 
activities of the course. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS and EXAMINATIONS 

There will be no exams. Aside from weekly participation in reading and discussion, 
xsxxxgm assignments will be two short papers (5-6 pages), 

and: either a "position paper" for class presentation, 
or participation in a class debate on an historical issue. 

All assignments and due dates are subject to negotiation at the beginning of the 

GRADING SYSTEM semester. 

Discussion = 50%; short papers + 3rd paper or debate = 50%. 
This weighting is also subject to negotiation at the start of the semester. 

REQUIRED READINGS 

A tentative syllabus is available. Readings will probably average about lOOpages 
a week. Since three class sessions are set aside for debates or presentations 
of "position papers" on historical controversies, the pages assigned during 
the ten weeks of common readings may be somewhat higher than the average per 
week for the semester. 



History 5/3. Studies in Imperialism and R.!sisi;ance: 
Indiana and Whi tea in the Am.:~ricaa. 

Instructor: Stern 

We~k 1. Introduction. No reading assignment. 

I. Nffi TH AMERICA. 

Week z. 

Week 3. 

Wee-k 4. 

Week 5. 

Week 6. 

Gifts as Social Relationships. 
Reading: Wilbur R. Jacobs, Wilderness Politics and Indian 

Gifts (l1isqn Books ed., 1966). 

The Inner History of an Ind .ian Society (I). 
Reading: Anthony F. c. Wallace, The Death and Rebirth of 

tne Seneca (~ew York,-y9b9), Chs.l-6. 

The Inner History •••• (II) 
Reading: Wallace, Death and Rebirth, Che.7-lO. 

Overview. 
Reading: Gary B. Nash, Red, White, and Black. The Peg?les 

of Early America (Englewuod Cliffs, NJ, 1 4), 
- selected yarts. 

Class Debate and/or ~resentations. . ------------------

II. LATIN AMERICA: STATELESS SOCJE TLES. 

Week 7. 

Week 8. 

Week 9. 

Stuart B. Schwartz, 11 Indian Labor and New World 
Plantations: European Demands and Indian Responses 
in North_eastern B:t'azil~ 11 American Historical 
~eview, 83:1 (Feb~l978J, 43-79. 

Peripheries of Empire. 
Reading: 
1/2 cla Sl!!: Elman R. Se-:rvice, Spanish-Guaran! Relations 

in Earl~ Colonia! Paraiual (Westport, Greenwood 
Bress e ., 1971). 

1/2 class: Service, "Indian-European Relations in Colonial 
Latin America," American AnthropologiGt, 57 
(June 1955) , 411=4'26. --

Robert C. Padden, "Cultural Change and 1.1111 ta)ry 
Resistance in Araucanian Chile., 1550 .... 1 '/'30," 
Southwestern ~ournal of AnthroEologx, 13 
(spring, 1957). 1o3-121. 

Riichard Morse, ed., The l3andeirantes: The Hi stor.\c al 
Role of the Brazilian Pathfinders· (N~, 19b"5}, 
selected parts.~ 

Class D~bate and/or Presentations. 



III. LATIN AMERIDA: INDIAN CIVILIZATIONS. 

Week 10. 

Wee-k 11. 

Week 12. 

Wee·k 13. 

Conquest of Aztec Civilization. 
Bernal Diaz, The Conguest of New Spain, J.M. Cohen, trans. 

(Penguin Bouks ed., ~963), selected parts. 

A Colonized Indian Peasantry. 
Reading: Eric Wo~, Sone o~ the Shaki~ Earth: The Paohle of 

Mexico and Guatemala.. ( hlcago, 1959) ,, C s. 7-11. 

Thanksgiving holiday (Nov.22, 1979). 

The Hacienda and the Indian. 
Reading: Charles Gibson, SpAin in America (NY, 1966), 136x~l5.9. 

Wiilliam B. Taylor, trLanded So cRy in""New Spain: 
A V .:.tiew from the South, n Hlspanic American Historical 
Review, 54:3 (August, 1974), 387-413. 

Karen SPfoild.ing, ''Hacienda-Village Relations in Andean 
· SocietY, to 1830," Latin .American Pttrspe ctives, 

II:l (~pring, 1975), 10'7-121. 
Arnold Eauer, "Rural Workers in Spanish America-: 

Problems of .Peonage and Oppnession," HAHR, 
59:1 (Feb., 1979), 34-63. ----

Week 14. The Frontier Revisited. 

Weak 15:. 

Reading: Philip Wayne Powell, Soldiers, Indians & Silver 
(Benkeley, 1952), selected parts 

1977). 


