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This lecture course explores the dramatic changes that have marked American
capitalism since the mid-eighteenth century. Throughout the semester, we will
emphasize two themes:

s the increasing imparlance and power of the corporation, and
¢ changes in the role of government, without which business life would be -- in
Thomas Hobbes' words - "nasty, brutish, and short "

As we explore these themes, the lectures, the readings, and your writing assignments
will address three broad gquestions:

* how the nature of American husiness changed from one era to the next;
* why these changes (and not others) tock place; and
* with what consequences (social, political, economic}.

The course is designed o pursue three goals:

& {o give you basic factual knowledge of changes in American business from one
era to the next;

* to sharpen your analytical skills -- that is, to improve your powers of

o critical analysis (your ability to read closely, to reason scundly, and to
express your thoughts clearly); and of

¢ historical analysis (your ability to analyze and interpret complex,
dynamic evenis with imperfect information -- if you do well in the course,
you can put that on your resume).

* to perform the mentat feat of "de-naturalizing™ American business - as you
develop an understanding of the forces that pushed change in certain directions
but not others, you will begin to see that business-as-we know-it is the product
of specific historical forces, not an inevitable, pre-determined outcome. This
insight, in turn, helps in making sense of changes underway in American
business today.

For the nitty-gritty details, click the links above.
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Read Kurt Vonnegut Player Piano (Dell, 1986}

Rewew Blackrord and Kerr, chapters 10 1‘1

#2? Cnsus agam the19?05
éSectlon Assignment

Read Robert H. Hayes and William J. Abernathy, "Managing Our Way
to Economic Decline,” Harvard Business Review 58 (July-August 1980}
6? ?? :

#28 The contradictions of the 1980s

®#28 Noveity in lhe 19903

‘Read" Selections from New York Times, The Downsizing of America
(New York Random House Tlmes Books 1996)

Rewew Blackrord and Kerr chapters 1 2
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This course includes mandatory discussion sections. Each week you will receive a list
of keywords and discussion questions to guide your reading; also, expect regular, brief
writing assignments. Your teaching assistant, Stacey Smith, wiil give furiher details in
section the first week of the semester. Note that participation in sections (details below)
accounts for 25% of your course grade.

Teaching assistant:

* Stacey Smith

» Office: 5268 Humanities

* Telephone: (608) 263-1868

¢ Mailbox: #5072 {(by the 5th-flcor elevator in the "History corner” of Humanities)
* Email: slsmith9@students.wisc.edu

Section times/places:

* Wednesday, 2:25 p.m., 2653 Humanities
* Wednesday, 4:35 p.m., 2115 Humanities
¢ Thursday, 9:55 am., 574 Van Hise

¢ Thursday, 11:.00 a.m., 2185 Grainger

Participation is comprised of several elements.

i  Attendance is necessary but not sufficient.

2. Preparation: Be sure to do the assigned reading before section. Come with
gquestions about the readings, tectures, or writing assignments.

Discussion: Active and informed discussion of the readings and lectures
enhances the value of your secticn. You can make a difference!
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Your grade this semester will be calculated as follows:

participation in sections 25%
brief writing assignments {3) 5-10-10% each
Take-home essay 25%
Final exam {blue book} 25%
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