
 

 

DIGITAL HISTORY 
History 710 – Professional Development Seminar – Spring 2018 

Goals 
The term “digital history” has become ubiquitous, but what does it 
mean and what does it encompass?  This seminar is designed to 
give graduate students basic digital literacy—that is, familiarity 
with: 

• the range of forms that digital history currently 
encompasses,  

• debates among historians about their implications, and  
• some of the digital tools in use today.  

The seminar aims for broad rather than deep learning. The goal is 
not to make you a digital historian (though that might happen), but 
to expose you to methods and tools that might be useful for your 
own research and teaching and to give you the knowledge and 
confidence to speak intelligently on the subject, should you have 
occasion to do so (e.g., in a job interview).  

Rhythm of the semester 
We will begin by exploring controversies among historians  
that digitization in historical scholarship has generated in recent 

years. Against this backdrop, the bulk of the 
semester is divided into two parts.  The middle 
weeks of the semester resemble a hands-on 
“boot camp”  that introduces you primarily to tools for communicating the 
results of your research to academic audiences as well as to the broader public.  
During the last few weeks, you will develop your own project—either by 
putting to use the tools introduced during our boot camp or by exploring other 

tools of special relevance to your own research or teaching interests.   

Requirements 
Engaged participation in discussion of readings and 
constructive criticism of the other students’ work; weekly 
assignments, followed by an independent project (though 
informed by a collaborative conversation); regular posts to our seminar blog. No prior knowledge 
is presumed; students at all skill levels are welcome, as are students in all fields of study—you will 
be encouraged to orient your projects around your own research or teaching interests. 

For further details, or to request permission to register, please contact me by email or stop by my 
office hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting time/place 

Mondays, 3:30 – 5:55 pm 
Media Studio in the Design 

Lab (Helen C. White) 
Prof. Colleen Dunlavy 

5109 Mosse Humanities 
cdunlavy@wisc.edu   

tel. 608.263.1854 

Office hours – Fall 2017 
Thurs., 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
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http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/index.php
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